
Dear Educator,
This year, the Barnes & Noble Summer Reading 
Program marks its twentieth anniversary celebrating 
the power of books to expand children’s horizons. 
We’re partnering with educators like you to inspire 
readers in the fi rst through sixth grades to have a 
summer fi lled with reading and to earn a FREE book!

We’re excited to introduce our Triathlon theme, 
which encourages students to stay in reading shape 
throughout the summer by actively pursuing their 
interest in books of their own choosing, strengthening
their abilities, and stretching their imaginations 
along the way. The activities in this Summer 
Reading Triathlon kit are designed to reinforce 
learning and nurture skills. Whether they are 
staying home or traveling, students can pick the books 
they want to read and proceed at their own pace.

Everything you’ll need to introduce your students 
to the Barnes & Noble Summer Reading Triathlon 
is in this package, including classroom activities 
that build on the good work you’ve done all year 
long. You’ll fi nd downloadable versions of this 
kit and the Summer Reading Triathlon Journal online 
at BN.COM/summerreading

Enjoy your vacation—–but fi rst invite your students 
to have fun and earn a FREE book as they get ready 
to enjoy our Summer Reading Triathlon.



Barnes & Noble

SUMMER READING TRIATHLON

CELEBRATING 20 YEARSof Summer Reading

Sprint to Find Your Favorites
Identifying your favorite authors and illustrators is an important part of playing the reading games. 
Answer the questions below to explain why you’re a fan of your favorite writers and artists.

1. Who is your gold-medal author or illustrator?

2. What makes him or her your gold medalist?

3. What was the first book you read by this person?

4. How did you find out about this book?

5. Who would you recommend this book to and why?

6. What other books have you read by your gold-medal author or illustrator?

7. Can you always identify this person’s art or writing style?

8. If you can, what makes it so easy to recognize?

9. Does anything else you’ve read share similar qualities?

10. Is there a story or subject that you would like this person to explore?

ACTIVITY 1

Art © Barnes & Noble, inspired by Mr. Lemoncello’s Library Olympics by Chris Grabenstein, illustrated by Gilbert Ford.
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SUMMER READING TRIATHLON

CELEBRATING 20 YEARSof Summer Reading

While all books are gold-medal contenders, it’s important to take the time to understand the difference 
between fiction and non-fiction. Fiction is a story invented by the writer. It can include real people and events, 
but the story is made up. Non-fiction is based entirely on factual information.

There are a number of different genres of books you can read. Use the check boxes to mark which types of books 
are in the fiction genre and which are in the non-fiction genre. Then list a book you have read in that genre.

Just as any athlete should eat a well-balanced diet, you should read different types of books.
Have fun this summer by trying different genres. Start your reading list here.

  Fiction   Non-Fiction Book Titles

Adventure
Biography

Fantasy

History

Humor

Mystery                 

Nature

Science

Sports

Genre  Fiction or Non-Fiction     Book Title

ACTIVITY 2
Slow & Steady Wins the Race
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SUMMER READING TRIATHLON

CELEBRATING 20 YEARSof Summer Reading

Leaping Into New Roles
ACTIVITY 3

In both fiction and non-fiction, reading allows us to leap into the roles played by other people, whether they’re 
historical figures or invented characters. List five characters or people you’ve read about who have faced challenges 
as individuals or as a team, and describe one way in which each is like you, and one way in which each is different.

1
Character / Person Similarity

Book Difference

2
Character / Person Similarity

Book Difference

3
Character / Person Similarity

Book Difference

4
Character / Person Similarity

Book Difference

5
Character / Person Similarity

Book Difference

Art © Barnes & Noble, inspired by Mr. Lemoncello’s Library Olympics by Chris Grabenstein, illustrated by Gilbert Ford.

Strengthen Your Imagination
ACTIVITY 4

Reading helps us develop and strengthen our imagination. It helps us create new worlds in our minds, filled 
with endless possibilities. Use the space below to imagine and describe a sporting event that you would like 
to include as part of a triathlon. You can mix real sporting events like running, swimming, or bicycling, with 
imaginary elements from books that you enjoy reading, such as superheroes, animals, or robots. How about 
a tug-of-war contest between your favorite superhero and a powerful robot? Anything is possible in your 
imaginary triathlon event, so stretch your imagination as far as it can go!

Barnes & Noble

SUMMER READING TRIATHLON

CELEBRATING 20 YEARSof Summer Reading

Art © Barnes & Noble, inspired by Mr. Lemoncello’s Library Olympics by Chris Grabenstein, illustrated by Gilbert Ford.
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READING JOURNALThis Summer Reading Triathlon Reading Journal belongs to:

STUDENT NAME:

SCHOOL:      GRADE:

PARENT/GUARDIAN NAME:

PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGNATURE:

PARENT/GUARDIAN PHONE:

PARENT/GUARDIAN EMAIL:

Dear Reader, 
Reading is like a sport in at least one way: developing the skill to do it well 
takes practice and commitment. To help you to stay in reading shape all 
summer long, the Barnes & Noble Summer Reading Triathlon has been 
designed with activities and challenges that you’ll find fun no matter what 
kind of books you like to read. Best of all, to earn a FREE book all you 
need to do is follow these three easy steps:
 

1.  Answer 3 of the 4 questions on the back of this 
 Summer Reading Triathlon Journal.

2. Bring your completed journal to a Barnes & Noble 
store between May 17 and September 6, 2016.

3. Choose your FREE book from the list featured 
on the back of this journal.

BN.COM/summerreading

CELEBRATING 20 YEARS
of Summer Reading

Art © Barnes & Noble, inspired by Mr. Lemoncello’s Library Olympics by Chris Grabenstein, illustrated by Gilbert Ford.

Choose your FREE BOOK from the list below

Pick at least 3 of the following 4 events 
and complete your answers below.

Bookseller Instructions: Scan all items, then scan 
coupon barcode or enter coupon code to apply discount.  
Alternatively, highlight item to be discounted and select 
Item Coupon (F2). Use Free Item (F3) and scan coupon 
barcode or enter coupon code. Collect coupon with 
purchase as coupon may only be redeemed once.

 Title Author ISBN

GRADES 1 & 2
Detective Camp (A to Z Mysteries Super Edition #1) Ron Roy &  9780375835346
 John Steven Gurney

DK Readers Level 1: Jungle Animals Camilla Gersh 9781465449627

Dr. Seuss: The Great Doodler Kate Klimo, Steve Johnson  9780553497601
 & Lou Fancher

Jorge el curioso: El puesto de limonada     H. A. Rey 9780544652255

Mercy Watson to the Rescue  Kate DiCamillo & 9780763645045
(Mercy Watson Series #1) Chris Van Dusen

Pete the Cat: Scuba-Cat James Dean 9780062303882

Pinkalicious and Planet Pink Victoria Kann 9780062410689

Stowaway! (Puppy Pirates Series #1) Erin Soderberg  9780553511673

The Thrills and Chills of Amusement Parks Jordan D. Brown &  9781481428583
 Mark Borgions

GRADES 3 & 4
The Bell Bandit (The Lemonade War Series #3) Jacqueline Davies 9780544022744

Escape From Mr. Lemoncello’s Library Chris Grabenstein 9780307931474

I Survived the Shark Attacks of 1916 Lauren Tarshis 9780545206952 
(I Survived Series #2) 
Justice League vs. Bizarro League J. E. Bright 9780545867986
(LEGO® DC Comics™ Super Heroes Series)

My Big Fat Zombie Goldfish Mo O’Hara & Marek Jagucki 9781250052155

Otherwise Known as Sheila the Great Judy Blume 9780142408797

Stuart Little E. B. White 9780064400565

GRADES 5 & 6
The Bravest Princess  E. D. Baker 9781619635708

Chomp Carl Hiaasen 9780375868276

Esperanza renace         Pam Muñoz Ryan,  9780439398855
 Nuria Molinero &  Bryan Selznick

Lea Dives In Lisa Yee & Sarah Davis 9781609589974

The Night Gardener Jonathan Auxier 9781419715310

President of the Whole Fifth Grade Sherri Winston 9780316114332

Story Thieves (Story Thieves Series #1) James Riley 9781481409209

Travel Team Mike Lupica 9780142404621

Title Author ISBN

Make Your Own Triathlon

1 What book made you read 
faster than ever before?

SPRINT

Title:

Author:

2 What is the longest book 
you’ve ever read?

MARATHON

Title:

Author:

3 In which series have you 
read the most books?

WEIGHT LIFTING

Series:

Author:

4 What book made you stretch 
your imagination the most?

GYMNASTICS

Title:

Author:

This Summer Reading Program offer entitles customer to one (1) complimentary book listed in the Summer 
Reading Program Journal. This offer is only valid at participating Barnes & Noble retail stores and may be 
redeemed once per customer from May 17, 2016 through September 6, 2016 at close of business, while 
supplies last. In order to take advantage of this offer, customers must  return a completed Summer Reading 
Journal to a Barnes & Noble store between May 17, 2016 and September 6, 2016, at close of business; 
completing multiple Reading Journals does not entitle customer to more than 1 free book. There is no guarantee 
your book of choice will be available. Returns of books provided pursuant to this offer will not be eligible for credit 
of any type. This offer is (i) not redeemable for cash or cash equivalents (including Gift Cards or eGift Cards); (ii) 
not valid on past or pre-ordered purchases; (iii) not eligible for any products or services other than books listed 
in the Summer Reading Program Journal; and (iv) not valid at BN.com or Barnes & Noble College Bookstores. 
This offer is subject to change or discontinuation without notice; however, we will honor all completed Reading 
Journals submitted to a Barnes & Noble store prior to such change or discontinuation. This offer may not be 
combined with any other coupon or discount. Void where prohibited by law.

Summer 2016
W8T9A8E
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SUMMER READING TRIATHLON

CELEBRATING 20 YEARSof Summer Reading

Sprint to Find Your Favorites
Identifying your favorite authors and illustrators is an important part of playing the reading games. 
Answer the questions below to explain why you’re a fan of your favorite writers and artists.

1. Who is your gold-medal author or illustrator?

2. What makes him or her your gold medalist?

3. What was the first book you read by this person?

4. How did you find out about this book?

5. Who would you recommend this book to and why?

6. What other books have you read by your gold-medal author or illustrator?

7. Can you always identify this person’s art or writing style?

8. If you can, what makes it so easy to recognize?

9. Does anything else you’ve read share similar qualities?

10. Is there a story or subject that you would like this person to explore?

ACTIVITY 1

Art © Barnes & Noble, inspired by Mr. Lemoncello’s Library Olympics by Chris Grabenstein, illustrated by Gilbert Ford.
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SUMMER READING TRIATHLON
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Leaping Into New Roles
ACTIVITY 3

In both fiction and non-fiction, reading allows us to leap into the roles played by other people, whether they’re 
historical figures or invented characters. List five characters or people you’ve read about who have faced challenges 
as individuals or as a team, and describe one way in which each is like you, and one way in which each is different.

1 Character / Person Similarity

Book Difference

2 Character / Person Similarity

Book Difference

3 Character / Person Similarity

Book Difference

4 Character / Person Similarity

Book Difference

5 Character / Person Similarity

Book Difference

118087 8.75” x 11.25”
8.5” x 11”

N/A
118087.BN.Activity Sheet 3.V1R4
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CELEBRATING 20 YEARSof Summer Reading

While all books are gold-medal contenders, it’s important to take the time to understand the difference 
between fiction and non-fiction. Fiction is a story invented by the writer. It can include real people and events, 
but the story is made up. Non-fiction is based entirely on factual information.

There are a number of different genres of books you can read. Use the check boxes to mark which types of books 
are in the fiction genre and which are in the non-fiction genre. Then list a book you have read in that genre.

Just as any athlete should eat a well-balanced diet, you should read different types of books.
Have fun this summer by trying different genres. Start your reading list here.

  Fiction   Non-Fiction Book Titles

Adventure
Biography

Fantasy

History

Humor

Mystery                 

Nature

Science

Sports

Genre  Fiction or Non-Fiction     Book Title

ACTIVITY 2
Slow & Steady Wins the Race
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Art © Barnes & Noble, inspired by Mr. Lemoncello’s Library Olympics by Chris Grabenstein, illustrated by Gilbert Ford.



Strengthen Your Imagination
ACTIVITY 4

Reading helps us develop and strengthen our imagination. It helps us create new worlds in our minds, filled 
with endless possibilities. Use the space below to imagine and describe a sporting event that you would like 
to include as part of a triathlon. You can mix real sporting events like running, swimming, or bicycling, with 
imaginary elements from books that you enjoy reading, such as superheroes, animals, or robots. How about 
a tug-of-war contest between your favorite superhero and a powerful robot? Anything is possible in your 
imaginary triathlon event, so stretch your imagination as far as it can go!
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